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Distribution of Coral reefs in Malaysia





Sulu-Sulawesi 
Marine Ecoregion

(SSME)

3 Globally important 
Priority Conservation 
Areas (PCAs) in the 
Malaysian SSME

• Kudat-Banggi PCA

• Sandakan PCA

• Semporna PCA
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Semporna Priority Conservation Area
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Semporna Priority Conservation Area
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Reef Condition after 8 years …
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Note: Reef site surveyed in 2009 (n=34),2014 (n=29) 
and 2017 (n=32).  

The number of reefs in poor condition
increase after 8 years. 
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Visible Human Impact Underwater



Fish Bombing continues…  



• Loggers were 
deployed in Omadal
Island (13th June 
2018) and Bait Island 
(14th June 2018) 
because the island 
community reported 
fish bombing 
occurrence there.

Blast Detector Deployment
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Number of Fish Bombing Recorded
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Fish Bombing Recorded by Omadal

Community from May-Sept 18
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 Majority of blast happen between 7 am – 6 pm.

Hourly Distribution of Fish bombing



Communities’ Perception

What is the main threat to the coral reefs ?

100%

28%

17%

34%

43%

34%

13%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Destructive     Fishing      Harm by      Trash      Boat Anchor     Crown- Others
fishing                            Tourist                                              of-Thorns     



• www.wwf.org.my

Together Possible      
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Education and Awareness 
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Green Semporna
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Participatory Community Mapping
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Locally Managed Marine Area



Alternative livelihood



Wanita Pulau Omadal (WAPO)
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Consultations in  Marine Spatial Planning 



SMSP Launch 
with TRPD & DO

2015

2016

2017

Engagement with 
multi-

stakeholders  includes  
ESSCOM

Climate Change Sea water 
temperature monitoring and 

sea grass truthing in 
Semporna

Roadmap Semporna  Marine Spatial Planning

Royal Town Planning 

Award to SMSP

Public Consultation for 

MSP

Strengthening 
the enforcement 

and resource 
management 
through MSP



Latest Achievement 



SMSP Partners and Stakeholders 



Haziq Harith Abd Hamid
Marine Turtle Conservation Officer

®WWF-Malaysia

Thank you !



Haziq Harith Abd Hamid
Marine Turtle Conservation Officer

®WWF-Malaysia

Q & A session


